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till prevented from advancing further by the table of
the House.'

However, 'he usually sits in an easy, careless posture,
with one leg thrown over the other, and with his hat,
which in the summer season is always a white one,
sitting so loosely on the back of his head, that you think
with every moment it will fall off.' In appearance Lord
Melbourne is of medium height but 'inclining to stout-
ness.' 'His hair is of a dark brown colour and his com-
plexion ruddy.' His expression 'is much more cheerful
and open than the countenances of statesmen usually
are'. 'His general appearance inclines to plainness and in
his manners there is a simplicity approaching bluntness.
No one who sees him would think that he had ever
breathed the atmosphere of a Court/ He now finds him-
self in the difficult position of confidential adviser to
the young Queen, and, in spite of the loudly-voiced
misgivings of The Times, is acquitting himself admir-
ably.

Lord Melbourne's predecessor in office, the veteran
Lord Grey, still sometimes sits in the Lords and supports
the Government, though age and ill-health prevent his
taking an active part. As Mr. Grant writes, 'there is not a
man in the country, on the same side of politics, nor,
perhaps, on the other, who possesses the weight of
character which Lord Grey does'. In appearance he 'is
somewhat above the middle size, of slender form for one
of his advanced age. Of late his accumulated years have
given him somewhat of a crouching appearance^ but he
walks with a tolerably quick and firm step. His counte-
nance . . . indicates deep thought, mingled with an
expression of melancholy.' 'No one ever yet glanced his
eye at the noble Earl without being struck by the dignity
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